Christmas Day Service

with Holy Fucharist

December 25, 2023
10:30 A.M.

St Paul’s Episcopal Church

Newnan, Georgia



The Opening Voluntary The First Noel
arr. by Brook Boddie

The Opening Hymn O come, all ye faithful
Hymnal 83, vs 1,2,3,6

The Bidding Prayer

The Presider says

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God
lying in a manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving
purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption
brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols
of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth,
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his
Church in our country and in this city.

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know
and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and
with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.

The Presider continues

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen.

The Gloria Hymnal S 280

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
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Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon
him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born
again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by
your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same
Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson ~ Isaiah 52:7 - 10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,

who brings good news,
who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Psalm ~ 98

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
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6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, when he comes to judge

the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

The Second Lesson ~ Hebrews 1:1 -4

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's
glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Sequence O little town of Bethlehem
Hymnal 79

The Holy Gospel ~ John 1:1 - 14

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
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light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Music

Hymnal Away in a manger, no crib for his bed.
Hymnal 101
Hymnal Angels we have heard on high
Hymnal 96
Hymnal Hark! the herald angels sing
Hymnal 87

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
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Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People — Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth,
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Lector Lord, in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Lector Lord, in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Lector Lord, in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Lector Lord, in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Lector Lord, in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom.

Lector Lord, in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.
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Celebrant continues
The Prayer In Times of Conflict

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness,
and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. {BCP page 824

Celebrant continues

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Voluntary In the Bleak Midwinter
arr. Rhett Barnwell

The Presentation Hymn Angels from the realms of glory
Hymn 93
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your
only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore, we
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praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus Hymnal S 129

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Paul and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
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The Great Amen S 146

)
23

Mo

|
1

o
3
QL
u
L1l

——

&

A - men. A - men. A - men.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

The Fraction Anthem Hymnal S 154

Holy Communion is offered via the common cup for sipping or intinction (dipping the wafer into
the wine). Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. A mobility impaired individual can
receive communion at your seat by raising your hand.

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.

The Communion Voluntary Silent Night
arr. Rhett Barnwell

The Communion Hymn What child is this
Hymnal 115

The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Blessing
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May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his
holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill
you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,
give you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

The Closing Hymn Joy to the world! The Lord has come
Hymnal 100

The Dismissal

The Closing Voluntary Joy to the World
arr. Gerald Peterson

Remember in your prayers:

A Prayer for Vision (From The Daughters of the King): Grant Us, Lord God, the
vision of your Kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit:
so that we may share your vision, proclaim your love and change the world. In the
Name of Christ. Amen.

We pray for those with timely concerns: Ronnie People, Roger Hines, Elisabeth
Stubbs, Bo Warren, Annie McDorman, Patricia Ravenell, Tommy Gibbs, Anthony
Marino, Gloria Crook, Ernie Williams, Courtney McCulley.

We pray for those with ongoing concerns: Greg Parsons, Annie Bulford, Kelsey

Crow, Anne Murphy, Glenn L. Eaton, David Waldron, Larry Sams, Jim Myrick,
Candy Waldron, Ashton Hughes, Lanie Mae Henderson, Lamar Toole, Elizabeth
Briscoe, William ‘Parker’ Johnson, Christian Llosa.

We pray for the members of the Vestry: Marianne, Mark, Frankey, Marge, Mary
Frances, Polly, Tony, Roy, Virginia and for the Staff: Canon John, Nicole, Rhett,
Dawn, Geoff, Cole, Nicole, Kimberly.
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We pray for members of the Rector Nominating Committee: Philip Hand, Lisa
Beerman, Kasey Bulford, Brother Massenburg, Katie McBride-Newman, J.J.
Thomasson, and Bill Tudor.

We pray for members of our armed services and their families: Phil Kearney,
Kevin Bradley, Joe Clay, Tom Choate, Linda Boyce, Dariel Johnson, Sean
McGraw, Steven Puckett, Bill Tudor, Jr., Scott Woodward, Luke White, Tommy
White, Zach Simkins, Jacob Britt, Morgen Davis, Luke Eason, Michael Rafferty,
David Norwood, Arron Essex, Adam Harrison, Sam Vermilyea, Charles Mathews,
Cameron Everett, Lanier Sealy, Beau Massenburg, Ryan Whitfield, Stephen
Malcom, Victoria Eversoll, Trey Bland.

We give thanks for the lives of those celebrating birthdays this week: Paula Kress,
Lily Hopkins, Haley Borders, Paul Graham Foster, Paul James Foster, Ramsey
Hopkins, Galen Honea, Jon Macke, Ivy Roman, and Justin Nieto.

We pray for those who have died. Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let light
perpetual shine upon them. Amen.

Service Participants

Vestry Person of the Week  Mary Frances Honea

Eucharistic Ministers Jeff & Marianne Lawhead
Usher David Carver
Altar Guild Kathy Ellison, Dawn Harrison, & Renee Powell

Parish Notices

Christmas Ornaments: Looking for a special ornament for your tree or @
a unique gift this Christmas? Get your St. Paul's ornament designed by
local artist_Sadie Young of the Inspired Dragonfly and support the
seminary fund for our seminarian, Nicole Walters. Ornaments will be
available on Sunday mornings or by ordering from Nicole,
seminarian(@stpaulsnewnan.org, via cash, check, or venmo. If you want to use
Venmo, scan the QR code. Ornaments are $15 (buy 4, get the 5th free) and 100% of
the funds go to Nicole's tuition at Candler School of Theology thanks to a donation
from the Inspired Dragonfly.

2024 Stewardship Campaign: There are 2024 Stewardship Campaign
brochures and response cards available in the Narthex. To make sure that
we receive your pledge and contributions, please drop off your pledge

and contributions in the offering plate or drop off at Nicole’s office.

There is the QR code to go directly to the pledge campaign page in Realm.
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Holiday Service Schedule: Sunday, December 31st, we will have one service at
9:30 am where we will celebrate The Holy Name.

Children and Youth: The nursery will not be open today, but will resume Sunday,
December 31st. There will be no EYC programming. Programming will resume
Sunday, January 14th.

2023 Giving: The last day to submit your 2023 giving in order for it to be counted
for 2023 is Wednesday, January 3, 2024.

Epiphany: Join us on Saturday, January 6th for an Evening of Prayer service for
Epiphany at 5:30 pm in the Nave. Afterward at 6:30 pm, please join us in the Parish
Hall for an Epiphany celebration. All are welcome!

Blood Drive: The quarterly American Red Cross Blood Drive will be
Monday, January 8th. You can schedule an appointment by using the
QR code. Questions regarding the blood drive can be directed to
Virginia Williams, vb_williams@yahoo.com.

The Daughters of the King: Information pamphlets are available on the bulletin
board outside of the parish hall for anyone interested in learning more about The
Daughters of the King. We welcome any prospective members!

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
576 Roscoe Road, Newnan, GA 30263 ¢ Phone: (770) 253-4264 « www.stpaulsnewnan.org

CLERGY AND Staff

Rev. Canon C. John Thompson-Quartey, Interim Rector; Nicole Walters, Seminarian; Rhett Barnwell,
Organist/Choirmaster; Dawn Harrison, Music Associate; Geoff Mattera, Communications Director; Cole
Hankins, Multimedia Associate; Nicole Edwards, Parish Administrator; Kimberly Stokes, Financial
Administrator.

VESTRY

Marianne Lawhead, Senior Warden; Mark LeVan, Junior Warden; Marge Bass, Outreach; Frankey Henderson,
Parish Life; Mary Frances Honea, Health & Healing; Polly Hopkins, Formation; Tony King, Worship; Roy
Reynolds, Communications; Virginia Williams, Stewardship.
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